THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2020 AJC.com 


The Atlanta — 
Journal-Constitution 


Credible. Compelling. Complete. 


SHOWERS 
High: 75 
Low: 58 
40% chance 
of rain 


Friday: Showers, 67/55 
Sat.: Mostly cloudy, 64/53 
Sun.: Showers, 67/54 


Complete weather: B10 


AJC TOP STORY: CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


$2.00 


Trump cuts European travel: 
no fans at Atlanta Final Four 


NBA suspends season | 
after player tests positive. C1 


COLLEGE SPORTS 


Tourney 
to go On; 
venue may 
change 


By Tim Tucker 
ttucker@ajc.com 


When the Final Four comes to 
Atlanta early next month, some- 
thing will be missing: fans. 

The NCAA men’s and women’s 
basketball tournaments, includ- 
ing the men’s Final Four here, will 
be played with only “essential 
staff and limited family (in) atten- 
dance” because of coronavirus 
concerns, the NCAA announced 
Wednesday. 

A disappointed Atlanta Basket- 
ball Host Committee, which had 
anticipated crowds of 80,000-plus 
for the Final Four games April 
4-6, said it was informed of the 
NCAA’s decision “20 or 30 min- 
utes” before the announcement. 

“Now we’ve basically got to 
spend the next couple of days 
(sorting through) all the different 
considerations and issues ... and 
probably regroup with the NCAA 
on Monday at the earliest to plow 
through the issues list so we can 
still plan for whatever this thing 
is going to look like,” Carl Adkins, 
the host committee’s executive 


Final Four continued on A8 


ALSO INSIDE 
» Playing without fans is sensible 
move, Mark Bradley says, C1 


| a ere | 
TICKET REFUNDS 

With the men’s and women’s 

NCAA Tournaments being closed 

to the public, fans who purchased 

tickets from an official NCAA 

Championship vendors online 

or by phone will get arefund. 

No additional action is needed, 

according to the NCAA. 

E 1. You will receive additional 

information via email. 

E 2. Your refund will be 

automatically delivered (except 

applicable fees) to the same 

card used for purchase. 

E 3. Refunds should be received 

within 30 business days after the 

date of cancellation. 


Customers with questions about 
the refund process may contact 
the respective event venue(s) or 
send inquires to the NCAA via email 
to tickets@ncaa.org. 


Kemp asks lawmakers for | 
$100 million for virus fight. A4 


President Donald Trump addresses the nation about the growing coronavirus crisis Wednesday night 
from the Oval Office. Among other actions, Trump announced he was suspending travel from Europe for 
30 days, beginning at 11:59 p.m. Friday. DOUG MILLS / NEW YORK TIMES 


COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES 


Georgia colleges under pressure to 
close as coronavirus cases grow 


By Maureen Downey 
mdowney@ajc.com 
and Ty Tagami 
ttagami@ajc.com 


Amid growing coronavirus fears, colleges 
around the country are sending a jarring mes- 
sage to students this week, many of whom are 
off campus on spring break: Don’t come back. 

During the past several days, more than 100 
U.S. colleges have announced plans to hold 
all classes online. On Wednesday, North Caro- 
lina announced that all 17 of its public univer- 
sity campuses were moving online. Students 
there are on spring break this week, and their 
vacation will be extended through next week 
to make time for the transition. 


Colleges continued on A8 


GSU sophomore Emma Berman, who has 
asthma and whose mom has an autoimmune 
disorder, ordered a face mask a few weeks 
ago and has since been wearing one to 
classes. ALYSSA POINTER / ALYSSA.POINTER@AJC.COM 


CRACKDOWN ON CROWDS 


Authorities have banned large gatherings in 


Seattle and San Francisco. 


THE U.S. TOLL 


Infections in the U.S. topped 1,000 and the death 
toll climbed to at least 37. The outbreak has 


spread to as many as 40 states. 


AJCePaper 


DEVELOPMENTS 
SHUTDOWNIN ITALY 


Italy ordered almost all businesses nationwide to 
close as infections and deaths soar. 


HANKS TESTS POSITIVE 

Actor Tom Hanks announced on social media 
that he and his wife, actress Rita Wilson, have 
tested positive for the virus. They are in Australia. 
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Patient isolated at Ga. park tells 
what he has been through. A4 


U.S. RESPONSE 


President 
also asks 
Congress 
for action 


By Lisa Mascaro, 
Andrew Taylor and Zeke Miller 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Taking drastic 
action Wednesday, President 
Donald Trump announced he is 
cutting off travel from Europe to 
the U.S. and moving to ease the 
economic cost of a viral pan- 
demic that is roiling global finan- 
cial markets and disrupting the 
daily lives of Americans. 
Trump made the announce- 
ment during a rare Oval Office 
address to the nation that he is 
suspending all travel from Europe 
to the U.S. for 30 days beginning 
at 11:59 p.m. Friday. After days 
of playing down the threat, he 
blamed the European Union for 


Response continued on A9 


INFORMATION YOU NEED 
We are committed to bringing you 
the latest on the outbreak. Follow 
AJC.com/coronavirus for updates, 
health information and helpful 
resources to keep you and your 
family safe. 


AJC.com 


Atlanta. News. Now. 


CORONAVIRUS: 


What you need to know 


SPECIAL SECTION 


EIGHT PAGES 
ON CORONAVIRUS 
We answer your questions 
about how to reduce your risk 
and protect others. 


The spread of the coronavirus is affecting a large part of our daily lives. So that you have the most reliable 
information during these times, the AJC ePaper is being made available to all readers at AJC.com/epaper. 


MORE TOP NEWS 
WEINSTEIN TRIAL 


ALEC TABAK / NEW YORK DAILY NEWS / TNS 


Weinstein 
sentenced 


Once-powerful movie producer 
Harvey Weinstein has been 
sentenced to 23 years in prison for 
sexually assaulting two women. 
Weinstein, 67, still faces assault 
charges in Los Angeles. 
Details, A10 


AJC AT THE GOLD DOME STATE BUDGET 


Soaring job turnover is behind state 
House move to halve teacher raises 


Money to go toward pay 
hikes for state, university 
system workers. 


By James Salzer 
jsalzer@ajc.com 


Georgia House budget writers 
heard state agency after agency 
tell them much the same thing the 
past few months: Officials couldn’t 
fillimportant jobs because of low 
pay, and annual turnover rates had 
reached near 100% in some cases. 

That played a big role in the 
House’s decision to cut in half Gov. 
Brian Kemp’s proposed $2,000 


| 
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pay raise for teachers. 
The chamber took part of the 


| 
| STATEBUDGET 


money the state saved and plowed Lawm 

it into pay hikes for state and Uni- | E a refine 
versity System of Georgia employ- | mp's budget cuts 
ees. | House, Senate preserve Proposed that would 


funding for rural health 


The chamber’s leaders added | e crucial state jobs, 
2% pay raises for state employ- 
ees and an additional 2% to 5% in r : ri 
several areas where low salaries ” 7 


have made it difficult to keep staff- IN METRO TOD A 


ers, including food safety inspec- 
tors, prison and juvenile deten- » Budget deal with $100M in 
coronavirus funds gets OK, B1 


tion guards, and mental health 
workers. » 5 key issues that could see 
That was included in the bud- votes on Crossover Day, B1 
» Gambling expansion clears 


House panel, B8 


Pay continued on A12 


METRO, B1 
Review shows recent 
senior care violations 


Anew AJC review of state 
inspection reports reveals 
hundreds of recent infractions. 


More sewage issues 
confronting DeKalb 


As the county takes action on 
one longtime problem, another 
issue emerges. 
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